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1860-1960 – 8 Medical Schools 

1970-1990- +2

2000-2010  +8 

Now 21 

Why?

Workforce imperative 

Political imperatives

Role of rural clinical school 
movement

Australian Government funding for university medical 
places
Posted 25/05/2022 by Dr Hazel Ferguson

As the gateway to the medical profession, medical 
schools have a role in addressing a range of issues in 
Australian health policy, including persistent 
geographical inequalities in access, and shortages in 
specialisations such as psychiatry. 
Recent policy, including a limited redistribution of 
university medical places in favour of regional 
universities, has focused on redistributing existing 
resources to address chronic geographical shortages. 

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamenta
ry_departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2022/
May/Medical_placesin regional, rural and remote areas
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CONTEXT

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/health-workforce
https://www.ranzcp.org/news-policy/news-archive/news-archive-2021/psychiatry-workforce-shortage-top-priority#:~:text=In%202016%2C%20the%20Federal%20Department,significant%20national%20shortfall%20of%20psychiatrists.
https://www.dese.gov.au/job-ready/more-regional-opportunities#toc-regional-education-commissioner
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ENABLERS

Community 
Local Health Services
Local clinicians

Commonwealth
Funding 
Support for possibilities
Stability and engagement

Broader health political 
environment

RCS success
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If you’ve seen one rural town/rural 
clinical school/rural teaching site 
you’ve……
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Outcomes



We’re going on  career hunt…….
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Medical education 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health

Community – (and how do we measure it)

Broader political environment- advocacy
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Impacts
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Back to this morning   …..what was 

behind them?

Flexibility

Recognition and celebration  of diversity

Connection

Generalist perspective of our leaders and clinicians
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Successes
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Professor Jenny May-RACGP Summit


