
The Power 
of 

Community
Professor Tara Mackenzie
Associate Dean and Head of School of Clinical Medicine (Rural)
Faculty of Medicine and Health
UNSW



Overview 

1. UNSW Rural Campus 
overview

2. Schools’ program
3. Engagement with local 

councils
4. Innovative steps – the role 

of the Oversight Council



5 Major teaching campuses and over 70 clinical 
placement sites across New South Wales and 
South East Victoria.

UNSW RCC Locations
New South Wales

Albury
Wodonga

Coffs
Harbour

Griffith Port 
Macquarie

Wagga 
Wagga



Rural Clinical Campuses
The current picture

• 282 students 
42 Albury
46 Coffs Harbour
106 Port Macquarie
88 Wagga Wagga

• 93 academic staff
• 36 professional staff
• 257 Conjoint academics
• STP students from metro sites 

for 4 week placements



Schools’ program – choose your own 
adventure…

• Letter
• Associate Dean visit
• Student visit
• Work experience 
• Skills sessions
• Fit for purpose

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/yewenyi/2474917367
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Local Council 

• Welcome function
• Involvement in community 

events
• Link students to charitable 

groups
• Scholarships 
• Interview panels
• Accommodation options



Oversight Council

Purpose
TOR
Membership
Achievements – eg
accommodation

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


In Summary

Our regional communities are 
our strength 
We should continue to develop 
and share strategies that are 
collaborative, and fit for 
purpose
Our regional communities are 
ultimately our purpose
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