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Adelaide Rural Clinical School

Academic program

Å41 students in 2020

Å44 students in 2021
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Weacknowledge the traditional custodians whose ancestral lands we live and work upon today



Adelaide Rural Clinical School

Aboriginal Health

University of Adelaide 4
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Senior Lecturer in 
Pt Augusta

McKivett A, Hudson JN, McDermott D, et al. Two-eyed seeing: A useful gaze in Indigenous 
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Adelaide Rural Clinical School
Alumni
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Dr Daniel Edge 
(Alumni 2006) 
Rural Generalist, 
clinical supervisor
Mount Barker 

Dr Holly Deer 
(Alumni 2006) 
Rural Generalist, 
clinical 
supervisor
Crystal Brook
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ÅRural Stream remains highly sought after

ÅOpportunities afforded by new 

infrastructure - Bega, Cooma ,Goulburn 

and Moruya

ÅNew placement towns (MM 5 and 6) 

ÅSome pandemic innovations

remain

Academic Programs
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Aboriginal Health 
ÅSuccess of Indigenous Health Stream ï

model for curricular change (medicine 

plus)

ÅClinical placements and engagement

ÅSemester long unit in BHS

ÅResearch focus- bushfire recovery  



Å4 alumni now staff members; more with 31% 

Rural Stream students currently working rurally 

(compared to 11% non-Rural Stream)

Å38% working in  MM4-7

ÅTime effect, those  >6-10 years post graduation 

more likely to be working rurally

Å(training opportunities, 75% of our alumni have 

graduated in the last 10 years. 

ÅIntent > reality
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Alumni

In



Deakin University CRICOS Provider Code: 00113B

Å Rural Training Stream (RTS)

Å Clinical education/support role

ÅCǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ΨŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘΩ 
training pathway 

Deakin Rural Clinical Schools
Academic Programs
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Deakin University CRICOS Provider Code: 00113B

Å Placements- local & Darwin 

Å NEW* Indigenous health online 
resources

ς Focus on clinical year rotations

ς Online modules and case studies

ς Frameworks, guidelines and agreements

Deakin Rural Clinical Schools
Aboriginal health
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Deakin University CRICOS Provider Code: 00113B

Å Results of tracking- reinforced the 
need for RTS and establishment of 
ΨŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘΩ

Å Near Peer Medical Teaching (NPMT) 
program 

Deakin Rural Clinical Schools
Alumni
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Rural 
background

Rural 
clinical 
school

Rural 
doctors





Academic Program

ÅMD Rural Stream Evaluation and Quality Improvement Plan, Employment of Dedicated 
Evaluator 

ÅIncreased rural placement opportunities in Yrs 1,2,3 and 4  strengthening the rural 
pipeline

ÅDevelopment of MDRS (MD Rural Stream in 2021) 

ÅRevised selection and admissions process aimed at increased entry of rural background 
students for MDRS

ÅIncreased number of Flinders MD rural stream graduates applying for rural Jr Dr 
opportunities 

ÅIncreased focus on graduate preparation for collaborative practice 



Aboriginal Health 

ÅFive years leading up to 2018, 24 Indigenous students had graduated Flinders MD

ÅIn 2021 there are 9 Indigenous students enrolled in the MD (majority of these student are 
in the rural pathway)

ÅReconciliation Action Plan (RAP) and Hudson Dunbar commissioned to evaluate report 
and make recommendations to increase Aboriginal student numbers

ÅIncreased Number of Aboriginal Student Scholarships are available 

ÅDevelopment of alternative pathways into MD and HDRôs for Aboriginal Students

ÅAboriginal Health Curriculum review and redesign in MD/Rural and Remote community 
consultation 



Alumni

ÅIn 2017, more than one-third (36.8%) of rural steam graduates were working in 
nonmetropolitan Modified Monash (MM) 2ï7, compared with 20.7% of city campus 
graduates (odds ratio 2.2; 95% confidence interval: 1.6, 3.0; P <0.001).

ÅThe difference was even more evident when comparing smaller rural centres in MM 3ï7 
and MM 5ï7.

ÅRural stream graduates were more likely to report a speciality in general practice (58.8%), 
compared with city-based graduates (35.4%; OR 2.6; 95% CI: 1.6, 4.2; P <0.001).

ÅThe retention of Rural stream graduates in South Australia was also significantly greater, 
with 50.9% practising in the state in 2017

ÅIncrease in rural Alumni as clinical educators across the rural footprint by 80%



Thank you

Questions/Discussion





Alumni working across the footprint

Graduate tracking and data 
management committee
New collaboration ςFlinders University 
(NTMP, Poche and Regional training hub) 
and Northern Territory government;
Ensuring transparency of process for 
evaluation of outcomes



Remote experience

All Flinders students in the NT, experience the delivery of medicine 
in the remote context. The academic curriculum is balanced across 
contexts and sites. 

All NTMP hosted medical students in areas outside Darwin learn in 
the remote context and many of the Darwin based students also 
have opportunities in remote settings through delivery of specialist 
outreach and Fly in/Fly out models of care.

Learning occurs in the interprofessional clinical teams
Remote general practitioners and Remote/Rural generalists are the 
anchor for this learning.

Assessment changes have renewed focus on science based learning 
as well as clinical and practical skills (FU)



Aboriginal Health

Å Context of NT health care includes significant focus on Aboriginal Health 

Å All students in the NT Medical Program (Flinders and all other hosted students) learn in this context

Å Priority focus: 

Å Strengthening the partnerships between medical and cultural teachers to ensure appropriate orientation 

process and case based discussion

Å Developing the networks to increase engagement of the community in the learning process

Å Ensuring the curriculum is delivered with local ownership

Å Build strength of student success for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 

Å Our accommodation and travel resource is essential for the success of these initiatives

Learning medicine in the context of Aboriginal communities

Focus on learning Aboriginal Health



Griffith Rural 
Medical 
Program



Year 3 LonglookProgram

Block 1 | 
Medicine

Block 2 | 
Surgery

Block 3 | 
Paeds.

Block 4 | 
O&G

Block 5 | 
Mental 
Health

Block 6 | 
Aged 
Care

42 Weeks

Comprehensive(Rural Hospital) OR
Blended(GP + Private Specialist)



Year 4 LonglookProgram

Block 7 
Elective

Block 8 
GP

Block 9 
Selective

Block 10 
CCO

Block 11 
ED

28 Weeks

Amalgam(Rural or Regional Hospital, Specialist and GP) OR
Blended(GP Placement + Rural Hospital)







Academic Programs 
Update



jcu.edu.au

Academic Programs Update

Cross-site collaboration increased óexponentiallyô

Pharmacy Program expanded ïMackay, Cairns

Increased focus on pastoral care; assisting with student 
well-being and resilience

Redesign of clinical teaching, online training and 
assessments eg: OSCE



jcu.edu.au

!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ϧ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ {ǘǊŀƛǘ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ

Winter School Program
Palm Island & Cape and Torres Placements and AMS/Health 
Worker clinical placements on Rural

Cultural Immersion Year 1, RRITH Program Year 2

Renewed approach to streamline Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Student Recruitment

The Indigenous Education and Research Centre (IERC) 
continues to provide quality support and mentoring to Indigenous 
students at JCU



jcu.edu.au

1995 Alumni* 16 cohorts* 98% dataset

https://www.jcu.edu.au/this-is-uni/health-and-medicine/articles/the-long-way-to-medicine


FRAME update ïAcademic Programs

ÅIncreasing online delivery of core lecture content

ÅIntroduction of Professional Practice session through all 4 years of 
the MD

ÅRevision of entire Melbourne MD curriculum after a decade 
prompted by need to deliver first year of course in Shepparton from 
2022

ÅSignificant planning for delivery of MD1 in Shepparton in 2022 ï
new accommodation and teaching facilities

ÅScience and education based facilitators recruited for MD1 learning

ÅAdaption of anatomy and pathology curricula for delivery via Sectra 
anatomy tables and online delivery

Å



FRAME update ïAboriginal Health

ÅMedical School initiatives to continue increasing recruitment to the 

MD for Aboriginal students

ÅSuccess for the Department of Rural Health in supporting 

students through Specialist Certificate in Aboriginal Health, 

Masters of Public Health and PhD student. 2022 will see four 

local Aboriginal students completing PhD studies

ÅContinued and increasing involvement of RCS students in local 

Aboriginal activities e.g. RCS students involved in creation of 

Possum-skin  cloak for local Aboriginal patients undergoing 

chemotherapy 

ÅOngoing development of the university's Goulburn Valley Action 

Plan Partnership (including Kaiela Institute) of which medical 

education through RCS (and nursing and allied health education) 

is a key part



FRAME update ïAlumni

ÅAll RCS Alumni are invited to the Department of Rural Health webinar 

series

ÅAll RCS Alumni are invited to like the Department of Rural Health 

Facebook page

ÅContribution to FRAME research on longer term outcomes for RCS 

students 

ÅRCS alumni involved in supervising longitudinal integrated clerkships

ÅRCS recent alumni also involved in tutoring/mentoring current RCS 

students

ÅInvolvement of RCS alumni in Regional Training Hub events



FRAME Update ïAssociate Professor 

Shane Bullock, Acting Head of School  

THURSDAY 13 May 2021

MONASH RURAL HEALTH

ZOOM



MONASH RURAL HEALTH

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

MEDICINE

Å MDMSN Cohort commences

Å Longitudinal Final Year as a response to COVID

Å Other COVID Impacts



MONASH RURAL HEALTH 

ABORIGINAL HEALTH 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER HEALTH

Å Increasing the participation and supporting success of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students

Å Embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives and content 
into curriculum

Å Growing research contributions to address and serve the needs of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and communities

Å Upholding traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and 
respecting students, staff and community. 



MONASH RURAL HEALTH

ALUMNI

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
1

2

2

Mildura

Monash Rural Health Mildura

13 in local health services

6 teach at MRH

Bendigo

Monash Rural Health Bendigo

54 in local health services

17 teach at MRH

Gippsland

Monash Rural Health Bairnsdale, 

Churchill, Leongatha, Sale, 

Traralgon, Warragul

28 in local health services

14 teach at MRH

3

21

Data conservatively based on MRH site self-reporting



RCS - NORTHERN NSW

Academic Programs    Aboriginal Health    Alumni

Tamworth  Armidale  

Taree



ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

RCS involvement on
key JMP committees

Rurally based Academics
identify rural capacity

Medical workforce collaboration 
Overcoming 2020 challenges to graduation

Delivery of AIM program

Peel Clinical School (Tamworth) 
Pilot site for ESMS

BMed MD
Growth



ABORIGINAL HEALTH

Aboriginal RCS student local mentorship opportunities
CPD Delivery

Partnerships with Aboriginal Health providers and stakeholders

Indigenous Health Weeks conducted in Tamworth & Moree for Miroma Bunbilla
(JMP Aboriginal Pathway)

Marketing & communication strategy in collaboration with IHU and The Wollotuka Institute

9-year partnership delivering health & education workshops to a primary school with 76% of enrolments from low-
SES and Indigenous background

Achieved 22 admissions through alternate entry into the JMP MD
7 UNE - 15 UON



ALUMNI

Mentorship of former students 
to become Conjoint teaching fellows

NewNetestablished, providing graduates 
w/ education, mentorship and 

professional networking

80% of home hospital Interns at 
Tamworth 2021 are former RCS students

Past RCS student participation in development 
of Tamworth, Armidale & Taree

promotional material

Past RCS student participation Careers Expos, 
targeting high schools



MODERNISE MEDICINE

Rural Clinical School

Medicine

© Hello Koalas Sculpture Trail, Artist Pauline Roods, Lindsay Moller Photography



5 Major teaching campuses and over 70 clinical 

placement sites across New South Wales and 

South East Victoria, including the full end to end 

Medicine program from the Port Macquarie 

Campus highlights UNSWôs commitment to Rural 

Medical Training.

UNSW RCS Locations
New South Wales

Albury

Wodonga

Coffs

Harbour

Griffith Port 

Macquarie

Wagga 

Wagga


